
MELIADINE INTERNATIONAL CYANIDE  
MANAGEMENT CODE

ᑕᓯᕐᔪᐊᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒨᓕᖓᔪᒥᒃ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ  
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖅ



WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL CYANIDE 
MANAGEMENT CODE?
• The International Cyanide Management Code (ICMC) is an international standard and  
 voluntary program for gold mining companies focused on the safe management of  
 cyanide at their operations. 

• In order to become certified by the ICMC, a gold mining company must have their  
  operations audited by an independent third party to assess their level of  
  implementation of the code.

• Audit results on individual companies are made public on the ICMC website:  
  www.cyanidecode.org

• By participating in ICMC, Agnico Eagle commits to protecting communities, the  
  environment, and our worker’s health and safety during all phases of the cyanide life  
  cycle (procurement, transportation, storage, use, disposal).

ᓱᓇᐅᕙ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒨᓕᖓᔪᒥᒃ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖅ
• ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒨᓕᖓᔪᒥᒃ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ  
 ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖅ (ICMC) ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖕᒥᓂᒃ  
 ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᖅ ᒎᓗᒥᒃ ᐅᔭᕋᒃᑕᕆᐊᓕᕆᔨᓄᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᒐᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ  
 ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᖃᙱᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ  
 ᐊᐅᓛᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕆᔭᖓᓐᓂᑦ.
• ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑎᑖᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ICMC-ᑯᓐᓄᑦ, ᒎᓗᒥᒃ ᐅᔭᕋᒃᑕᕆᐊᖅᑏᑦ  
 ᐊᐅᓛᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖓ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᖓᑦ ᐃᖕᒥᒃᑰᖅᑐᒧᑦ  
 ᐱᓕᕆᔨᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᓇᓃᓐᓂᕆᔭᖓᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖅ.
• ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᖓᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᓗᒃᑖᓄᑦ  
 ᖃᐅᔨᔾᔪᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ICMC-ᑯᑦ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᒋᐊᖅᑕᕐᕕᖓᓐᓂᑦ:  
  www.cyanidecode.org

• ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᑉᓗᓂ ICMC-ᒧᑦ, ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓂᐊᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ  
 ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ, ᐊᕙᑎᒥᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑉᑕ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ  
 ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᖃᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓇᓕᐊᖕᓃᓐᓂᕆᔭᓗᒃᑖᖓᓂᑦ  
 ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᖅ (ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓ, ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓ, 
 ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓ, ᐊᒃᑕᑰᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓ).

WHAT IS CYANIDE?
• Cyanide is a chemical that is found in nature. Humans breathe out very small amounts of  
 cyanide and it is also produced by plants around the world.

• Cyanide is also produced for industrial use. Sodium cyanide is used  
  for gold processing.

ᓱᓇᐅᕙ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ?
• ᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᑭᓂᖅᑑᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᑉᓗᓂ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᖓᑦ  
 ᒥᑭᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕋᕐᓂᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᓂᑦ  
 ᐱᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓗᒃᑖᒥᑦ.
• ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᖃᑦᑕᕐᒥᔪᖅ.   
 ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᒎᓗᓕᐅᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

CYANIDE SLURRY | WHAT IS IT USED FOR?
• Cyanide is used to extract gold.

• Cyanide is mixed with water and mined gold ore from pits to make thick slurry.

• Cyanide separates gold out of the slurry.

ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᒪᕋᕐᓚᙳᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅᓱᓇᒧᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᐸ?
• ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᒎᓗᒥᒃ ᐲᔭᐃᔾᔪᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ.
• ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐊᑯᑉᓕᖅᓯᒪᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᔭᕋᒃᑕᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᒎᓗᓂᒃ  
 ᑐᕐᕈᔪᒥᒃ ᒪᕋᕐᓚᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᑉᓗᓂ. 
• ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐲᖅᓯᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᒎᓗᒥᒃ ᒪᕋᕐᓚᖕᒦᑐᒥᑦ.



CYANIDE TRANSPORTATION
• Cyanide is shipped as solid pellets that are packed in bags, then in wooden crates, and  
 then loaded into sea containers and put on ships in Quebec. 

• Boats are unloaded at Itivia in Rankin Inlet, the containers are put onto trucks and then  
 make their way to Meliadine using the by-pass road and all-weather access road  
 (AWAR). Cyanide will not be transported through Rankin Inlet.

• Cyanide transportation happens every year. The number of seacans may vary depending  
 on the amount of cyanide we already have on-site and how much cyanide we will need the  
 following year.

• During transportation, the road is closed to the public and transportation is done as a  
 convoy with an emergency vehicle escort.

ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓ
• ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᓯᑎᔫᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᔭᕋᕋᓛᖅᑎᑑᖓᑉᓗᒋᑦ  
 ᐴᕐᒦᖦᖢᑎᒃ, ᕿᔪᐊᕐᔪᖕᓄᐊᖅᑕᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ, ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᒥᑦ  
 ᐅᓯᒋᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᓄᐊᖅᑕᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᓰᑳᓐ-ᖑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ  
 ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᒧᐊᖅᑕᐅᓕᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᑯᐸᐃᒃ-ᒥᑦ.
• ᐅᒥᐊᑦ ᐅᓯᖏᔭᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᐃᑎᕕᐊᓂᑦ, ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᑦ  
 ᐅᓯᒋᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᒃᑰᕈᑎᒧᐊᖅᑕᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᓯᕐᔪᐊᕐᒧᙵᐅᔾᔭᐅᓕᖅᖢᑎᒃ  
 ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒃᑰᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑭᐅᓗᒃᑖᖅ ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ. ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ  
 ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᒃᑰᕐᓗᑎᒃ.  
• ᓴᐃᔭᓇᐃᑦ-ᒥᒃ (cyanide) ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᐃᓂᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᑕᒫᒃᑯᑦ. ᖃᑉᓯᐅᓂᖏᑦ  
 ᓰᑳᓐ (ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᓂᑦ ᐅᓯᔭᐅᓲᑦ) ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᖕᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᑕᖃᖅᐸᑦ ᖃᑉᓯᐅᑎᒋᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ  
 ᓴᐃᔭᓇᐃᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᒃᑕᕆᐊᕐᒦᕌᓂᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᑎᒋ ᓴᐃᔭᓇᐃᑦᓂᑦ  
 ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑕᑉᑎᖕᓂᑦ ᖃᐃᔪᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᒧᑦ.
• ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐊᑉᖁᑎ ᑭᑐᑐᐃᓐᓇᓄᑦ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᓯᒪᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ  
 ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᐃᔭᕌᖓᑕ ᓄᓇᒃᑰᕈᑎᒥᒃ ᐃᓚᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᐊᕕᓇᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᑉᓗᓂ.



SAFETY
• Cyanide gas detectors are continuously monitored by the mill.

• Our nurses and the staff in town are specially trained to treat cyanide gas exposure.

• The environment department has various water sampling programs to check for cyanide contamination to the local  
  environment on a regular basis. 

• We will announce road closures for cyanide transportation on the radio, Facebook, and www.aemnunavut.ca.

CYANIDE RISKS | RISKS OF ACCIDENTAL RELEASE
• In large quantities, cyanide can be very dangerous. Sodium cyanide may release hydrogen cyanide gas, and if too much  
  of it is absorbed, it can keep the body from using oxygen. At high levels of exposure, it can affect other organs in the body  
  such as the heart. Poisoning symptoms may include dizziness, loss of consciousness, respiratory distress and  
  irregular heartrate.

• Fish and birds are affected by small amounts of cyanide, whereas plants in the water are not easily affected by cyanide.

• Cyanide does not build up in humans or in wildlife, and does not increase in content along the food chain (biomagnify).

ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᖅᑐᖃᙱᓐᓂᖅ
• ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᖅᓱᕐᒥᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᔾᔪᑏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᐅᔭᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓯᖃᓪᓕᑎᕆᕝᕕᖕᒧᑦ.
• ᓇᔭᙳᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᔩᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᖕᓃᖅᓴᖅᓯᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ  
 ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᖅᓱᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᖃᖅᐸᑦ.
• ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐆᒃᑐᕋᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᖁᑎᖃᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᖏᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ  
 ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᑕᖃᕐᒪᖔᑦ ᖃᓂᑦᑐᒥᑦ ᐊᕙᑎᑉᑎᖕᓂᑦ.
• ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᓈᓚᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ, Facebook-ᑯᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ www.aemnunavut.ca-ᑯᑦ ᐊᑉᖁᑎ  
 ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᐸᑦ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ ᐊᒡᔭᖅᑐᐃᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᑉᓗᒍ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓂᕐᓗᐊᕿᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑕᒪᐅᙵᒥᐊᖅᑐᖃᖅᐸᑦ
• ᐊᖏᔫᓗᓂ, ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᔪᖕᓇᖅᑐᖅ. ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᓴᑉᑯᐃᔪᖕᓇᖅᑐᖅ hydrogen  
 ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᐅᑉᓗᓂ ᐅᖅᓱᕐᒥᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖏᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐱᔪᖃᖅᐸᑦ, ᑎᒥᒥᒃ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᖅᑐᖅᑕᑉᑎᖕᓂᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖅ  
 ᐊᔪᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ.ᐊᖏᔫᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᖃᖅᐸᑦ, ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᔪᖕᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓅᑉ ᑎᒥᐊᑕ ᐃᓗᖏᓐᓂᑦ  
 ᓲᕐᓗ ᐆᒻᒪᑎᒥᒃ. ᐱᐅᖏᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐱᔪᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᙱᔾᔪᑎᓂᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᖕᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᐃᑉᔭᙳᓂᖅ,  
 ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔪᖕᓃᖅᑕᕐᓂᖅ, ᐊᓂᖅᓵᖅᑐᖅᑕᖅ ᐃᖢᐊᕈᖕᓃᕐᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐆᒻᒪᑎᐅᑉ ᑎᒡᓕᖅᑖᖓ ᓈᒻᒪᙱᓪᓗᓂ.
• ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᖕᒥᐊᕋᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᒥᑭᔫᑎᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ, ᓄᓇᕋᐃᓪᓕ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᐃᑦ  
 ᐃᒪᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓴᕋᐃᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᑦ ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎᒧᑦ.
• ᒎᓗᐃᔭᐃᔾᔪᑎ ᑲᑎᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᖃᑦᑕᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᖃᑦᑕᙱᖦᓗᓂ  
 ᓂᕆᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓗᒃᑖᓂᑦ.

Paths for Communicating Issues of Concern

If you have concerns, you can contact us through our 
complaint system, Tusaajugut. 

Tusaajugut, we’re listening. 
1-844-323-3002 

tusaajugut@agnicoeagle.com 
aemnunavut.ca/tusaajugut 

If you have questions, feel free to stop by our office or 
contact us at 867-645-2920 x 3199

ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᖕᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᓴᐅᒪᖅᑲᑦᑕᐅᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ

ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖃᕈᕕᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᕕᒋᔪᖕᓇᖅᑕᐃᑦ 
ᐅᓐᓂᕐᓗᒡᕕᕗᑦ, ᑐᓵᔪᒍᑦ.

ᑐᓵᔪᒍᑦ
1-844-323-3002 

tusaajugut@agnicoeagle.com 
aemnunavut.ca/tusaajugut 

ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᖃᕈᕕᑦ, ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᑉᑎᖕᓄᐊᕈᖕᓇᖅᑐᑎᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᕕᒋᓗᑕᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐅᕗᖓ  

867-645-2920 ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 3199-ᒧᑦ


