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January 1st, 2016 Lime spill at Mill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted January 2nd, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8b. 

Spill Description 

On January 1st 2016, a worker was bringing lime tote bags in the mill using the telehandler, from the sea-can 

storage area outside. When the worker backed out from the sea-can with the telehandler carrying a tote bag 

of lime, the back wheel hit a hole on the ground, causing the telehandler to jerk. The lime tote bag toppled 

over on the ground. The worker got a cross-lifting device and a sling, and then hooked the handles of the bag 

to the cross-lifting device and a sling to the telehandler fork. When the worker tried to lift the bag from the 

ground, the handles of the bag ripped causing lime to spill on the ground. There was 40 kg of spilled lime on 

the ground, and the contaminated area was 5 m2. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing:  7213930   Easting: 637958 

The MSDS sheet of the spilled product is attached to this report. 

Cause of Spill 

The handles of the bag ripped causing lime to spill on the ground. 

Remediation Actions 

The powdered lime was picked up from the ground immediately after the spill with a skid steer bucket and 

hand shovels. The spilled lime was disposed at the mill in the tailings area. Photos 1 and 2 show the area after 

the lime was cleaned up from the ground, respectively on January 1st and January 3rd, 2016. 



 

 

Photo 1 – Area where the lime was spilled on the ground, immediately after clean up (January 1st, 2016) 

 

Photo 2 – Area where the lime was spilled on the ground, after clean up (January 3rd , 2016) 

 

 



 

 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

January 1st, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

 
Érika Voyer, Eng., M.Sc. 
Senior Environmental Coordinator - Interim 

erika.voyer@agnicoeagle.com 
 
T: 819.759.3555 x 6980 
 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
 
agnicoeagle.com 

 

 
 
 
Martin Theriault 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 

 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
 
agnicoeagle.com 
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Follow Up Clean Up Actions 

January 3rd, 2016 – Kitchen Water 

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted January 9th, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division. This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8b. 

Spill Description 

On January 2nd 2016, it was found that a coupling from one of the kitchen drain pipe underneath the camp 
kitchen was broken. The pipe coupling was fixed shortly after and the water/grease underneath the camp was 
cleaned with the sucker truck. The next day, on January 3rd 2016, it was found that water from the broken 
drain had migrated through the rockfill under the kitchen building (unseen) and discharge at the bottom of the 
embankment slope below the kitchen. Figure 1 shows the approximate location of the seep at the toe of the 
embankment in red, the access road, the kitchen location, and the rockfill embankment.  To avoid the 
water/grease from migrating further on the access road, 2 berms were constructed. The water/grease/snow 
was picked up and disposed in the tailings area to avoid attracting wildlife on site. The seepage at the bottom 
of the embankment stopped on January 5th 2016.  

The exact quantity of water/grease from the broken pipe could not be determined, but the quantity is 
estimated to be over 100L.  

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses.  

Spill location: Northing:  7214116   Easting: 637851 

Cause of the Spill 

A coupling from one of the kitchen drain pipe underneath the camp kitchen broke, likely due to cold weather, 
leading the pipe to leak. In addition, it is suspected that there was an accumulation of grease (from the grease 
trap) in the pipe, which caused the coupling to fail because of the weight. The kitchen water/grease 
percolated through the rockfill under the kitchen and through the embankment and was then seeping at the 
toe of the embankment, on the access road.     



 

Figure 1 – Approximate location of the seep (red), kitchen, rockfill embankment and the access road 

 

Remedial Action 

On January 3rd 2016, 2 berms were constructed with ¾” granular material frozen to avoid the water/grease to 
migrate further all over the road. The water/grease/snow was picked up and disposed in the tailings area, 
North Cell to avoid attracting wildlife on site. The seep at the bottom of the embankment stopped on January 
5th 2016. 

The final scrape up of the area was completed on January 7th and 8th 2016. Remaining water/grease/snow 
(frozen material) was put in pile in the berms and will be disposed in the tailings area. Photos 1 to 5 show the 
sequence of events. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses.  



 

Photos 1-2- Seepage observed at the toe of the rockfill embankment, 2 locations (January 3rd, 2016) 

 

Photos 3-4- Berms constructed to contain the water/grease, 2 locations (January 4th, 2016) 

 
Photo 5 - Remaining water/grease/snow (frozen material) in pile to be disposed in tailings (January 9th, 2016) 

 

 

Kitchen Building Kitchen Building 



Mitigation actions 

In order to decrease the risk of having drain pipe breaking underneath the kitchen, the frequency of regular 
inspections will be increased to ensure that all pipes underneath the camp are in good state. The containment 
berm will remain in place through spring to capture any residual water/grease that may seep during freshet. 
Containment will be built and clean-up will be completed if required. Stability of the rockfill embankment will 
also be inspected in the spring.  

Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

 
Érika Voyer, Eng., M.Sc. 
Senior Environmental Coordinator - Interim 
erika.voyer@agnicoeagle.com 
 
T: 819.759.3555 x 6980 
 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
 
agnicoeagle.com 

 

 
 

 
 
Kevin Buck 
Environmental Superintendent - Nunavut 
kevin.buck@agnicoeagle.com 
 
T: 819.759.3555 x6838 
C: 819.856.1956 
 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
 
agnicoeagle.com 
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January 23rd, 2016 Pit E3   

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted January 23rd, 2015 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On January 23rd 2016, the main hydraulic hose on backhoe #8, working in Pit E3, failed and caused hydraulic 
oil to be spilled on the ground.  The quantity of hydraulic oil spilled was 300 liters, and the area of 
contamination was 30 m2 after the equipment was moved for clean-up.  The spill was contained on location 
the hose was repaired. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

There was an error on the original GPS location mentioned in the report.  Spill location was entered as: 
Northing:  65'04'32''   Easting: 95'59'43'', it should have been: Northing:  65'00'52''   Easting: 96'03'05''. 

 

Cause of Spill 

Hydraulic hose on backhoe #08 failed while working in Pit E3 mainly due to cold weather conditions.  

  



Remediation Actions 

The area was cleaned and contaminated soil was collected and brought to the Meadowbank landfarm.  An 
estimated volume of 20 m3 of contaminated material was excavated and transported to the landfarm.  

 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
January 23rd, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 
robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
 
agnicoeagle.com 
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January 24th, 2016 Pit E3   

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted January 24th, 2015 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On January 24th 2016, a roll-off bin was being brought in pit E3 to collect material.  In the process of backing 
up the truck, the driver hit a rock and punctured the fuel tank.  Hole was located at roughly 1/3 of full level of 
the tank.  The quantity of diesel fuel spilled was 150 liters, and the area of contamination 15 m2.  

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

There was an error on the original GPS location mentioned in the report.  Spill location was entered as: 
Northing:  65'04'55''   Easting: 95'59'31'', it should have been: Northing:  65'00'53''   Easting: 96'02'57''. 

 

Cause of Spill 

Punctured diesel tank due to operator error and conditions of pit area which contains coarser rock material.   

 

Remediation Actions 

The area was cleaned and contaminated soil was collected and brought to the Meadowbank landfarm.  An 
estimated volume of 12 m3 of contaminated material was excavated and transported to the landfarm.   

The operator of the truck was reminded of backing-up procedures and use of a spotter in unfamiliar 
conditions.    



Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
January 24th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 
robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
 
agnicoeagle.com 
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January 25th, 2016 Vault Pit   

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted January 25th, 2015 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank  division.    This  detailed  report  is  submitted  to  the  Inspector  in  compliance  with  the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM‐MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On  January 25th 2016, one of  the major coolant hoses had a  failure and  the coolant system  flushed on  the 

ground while going uphill on  the Vault hauling  road.   Truck proceeded  to empty  load and  then  stopped  so 

repairs could be safely done.  The quantity of coolant spilled was 250 liters, and the area of contamination 500 

m2. 

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'04'55''   Easting: 95'59'31'' 
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February 4th, 2016 Vault Pit ring road   

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted February 5th, 2015 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On February 4th, Backhoe 11 was on the Sleipner and being pulled by HTR 31.  The Sleipner caught on the 

road, it flipped over and punctured the fuel tank and at the same time ruptured a hydraulic hose.   

  

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'01'00''   Easting: 96'04'00'' 

 

 

Cause of Spill 

The operation to lock the track of the Backhoe on the Sleipner wasn’t done properly 



 

Remediation Actions 

The leak from the fuel tank was plugged with wood pieces and secondary containment wwas also put under 

the Backhoe.  Once the equipment moved out of the way, the area was cleaned using a shovel and 

contaminated soil was collected and brought to the Meadowbank Landfarm.  An estimated volume of 30 m3 of 

contaminated material was collected.   

A formal training program for the use of Sleipner will be developed and all operators will have to receive the 

training. The procedure for the use of Sleipners will be modified to ensure appropriate operations and 

communications are being done.  

       

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

February 4th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Technician 

 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
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March 12th, 2016 Sewage spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted March 13th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank  division.    This  detailed  report  is  submitted  to  the  Inspector  in  compliance  with  the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM‐MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On March 12th, 2016, a  fitting on  the sewage  line bringing  treated sewage  to  the Stormwater Management 

Pond broke and resulted in sewage being discharge upstream of its usual location.  Although the product was 

still being discharge within the Stormwater pond area, a portion of the sewage went underneath the road and 

was contained in a section facing north between the airstrip and the road.   

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

 

 

Stormwater Management Pond 

Water



Cause of Spill 

The  fitting on the  line broke because external pressure was being added to the pipe by snow being pushed 

over from the  iron pad towards the discharge  line.   The sewage was thus discharge closer to the road.   This 

created a change in the path of the flow, resulting in water being observed on the north side. 

 

  Broken fitting and pipe        Area of broken line 

 

  North side             Snow bank on Stormwater pond 
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March 13th, 2016 BL Fuel spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted March 14th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On March 13th, 2016, a truck operator from Arctic Fuel was in process of filling up the tanker truck at the Baker 

Lake facility and noticed fuel coming out of the overflow pipe. He quickly stopped the fuelling.  The driver 

called the supervisors from Arctic Fuel and AEM immediately.  After tabulating all data, spill was calculated at 

1100 liters (originally estimated at 700 liters).   

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 



Cause of Spill 

A miscalculation was made on the tanker compartment capacity by the driver.  After investigation (report 

included in appendix 1) it was found that the Fuel arm was hooked on compartment #2 (capacity of 5000 

liters) instead of #1 (capacity of 15 000 liters).   

Remediation Actions 

A containment was placed underneath the overfill pipe on the tanker.  Spill absorbents were placed on the 

ground to absorb fuel.  The area was then cleaned with a loader.  The Environment department proceeded to 

on-field sampling using a PID meter.  Area was scanned and deemed satisfactory.   

Further analyses and visual inspections will be completed during spring conditions.  

Contaminated soil was brought to the Landfarm and contaminated snow will be disposed at the TSF at the 

Meadowbank Mine Site.   

 

  



Corrective measures 

A complete investigation was completed as well as a meeting held between Arctic Fuel and AEM Energy and 

Infrastructure department, responsible for fuel hauling at MBK (minutes of the meeting in appendix 2).   

Among correctives actions :  

 All drivers will have to double check compartment connection before starting to load. (will be 

added on the work card special requirement).  Supervisor will also advise all drivers. 

 AEM will install a window in front of the fuel meter, when it’s necessary to be inside the pump 

station to have a constant view of the tanker.  When outside, the fuel flow meter will still be visible. 

 Arctic Fuel will modify all their tankers by adding a quick connect attachment at the overflow area 

and will make it accessible so that operator do not have to climb on ladder and/or anything to 

reach connection point. 

 AEM will provide 1000 liters container with a clear hoses and connection attachment to adapt with 

the Arctic Fuel tanker. AEM will have a discussion to finalize details in regards to quick connect 

attachment. This corrective measure will avoid any spills in the case on an overflow.  Fuel from 

compartment overflow will be directed in the 1000 liters container. 

 AEM and Arctic Fuel will review the filling procedure adapted to all new corrective measures. 

 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

March 13th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
agnicoeagle.com 
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Appendix 2 

 

 



 





 
 

  

 

 

March 29th, 2016 Vault oil spill 

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted March 31st, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On March 29th, the hydraulic pressure gauge on drill RBD 02 burst and the oil contained in the hydraulic 

system leaked out of the machine before they could stop the engine.    

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'04'23''   Easting: 95'59'52'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

Mechanical failure as the hydraulic gauge burst. 

 

Remediation Actions 

The machine was turned off and the spill contained with absorbent pads.  The contaminated pads were sent 

to the HAZMAT area and the contaminated soil excavated and disposed at the landfarm.  An estimated 

volume of 12m3 of contaminated material was collected.   

 



 

 

 

 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

March 29th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Technician 

 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 
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April 1st, 2016 BAC 11 oil spill 

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted April 3rd, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On April 1st, the hydraulic pump on BAC 11 burst and the oil leaked out of the machine. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'04'31''   Easting: 95'59'47'' 

 

 

Cause of Spill 

Mechanical failure as the hydraulic pump burst. 



 

Remediation Actions 

The machine was turned off and the spill contained with absorbent pads.  The contaminated pads were sent 
to the HAZMAT area and the contaminated soil excavated and disposed at the landfarm.  An estimated 
volume of 8m3 of contaminated material was collected.   

Meeting with Mine and Maintenance department to evaluate the root cause of the spill.  Modifications were 
made in the preventive maintenance log and planning to address specific inspections of hoses on equipment. 
A visual inspection was already being done on equipment, but a specific item related to hose inspections is 
now included to PM’s executed on those type machinery. The item “Inspect all hydraulic hoses for leaks or 
potential failures” was added to the planning module and is now part of all hydraulic systems maintenance. 

 

   

 

 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
April 1st, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Technician 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
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April 2nd, 2016 BAC 10 oil spill 

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted April 3rd, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On April 2nd, the O-ring of the hydraulic filter on BAC 10 burst and the oil leaked out of the machine. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'04'24''   Easting: 95'59'45'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

Mechanical failure as the hydraulic filter burst. 

 

Remediation Actions 

The machine was turned off and the spill contained with absorbent pads.  The contaminated pads were sent 
to the HAZMAT area and the contaminated soil excavated and disposed at the landfarm.  An estimated 
volume of 6m3 of contaminated material was collected.  

A meeting with Mine and Maintenance department was held to evaluate the root cause of the spill.  
Modifications were made in the preventive maintenance log and planning to address specific inspections of 
hoses on equipment. A visual inspection was already being done on equipment, but a specific item related to 
hose inspections is now included to PM’s executed on those type machinery. The item “Inspect all hydraulic 
hoses for leaks or potential failures” was added to the planning module and is now part of all hydraulic 
systems maintenance.  



  

  

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
April 2nd, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Technician 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com




 

  

 

 

April 3rd, 2016 BAC 13 oil spill 

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted April 4th, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On April 3rd, the hydraulic pump on BAC 13 burst and the oil leaked out of the machine. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'04'33''   Easting: 95'59'50'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

Mechanical failure as the hydraulic pump burst. 

 

Remediation Actions 

The machine was turned off and the spill contained with absorbent pads.  The contaminated pads were sent 
to the HAZMAT area and the contaminated soil excavated and disposed at the landfarm.  An estimated 
volume of 10m3 of contaminated material was collected.  

A meeting with Mine and Maintenance department was held to evaluate the root cause of the spill.  
Modifications were made in the preventive maintenance log and planning to address specific inspections of 
hoses on equipment. A visual inspection was already being done on equipment, but a specific item related to 
hose inspections is now included to PM’s executed on those type machinery. The item “Inspect all hydraulic 
hoses for leaks or potential failures” was added to the planning module and is now part of all hydraulic 
systems maintenance.  



       

    

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
April 3rd, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Technician 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com




  

 

 

April 12th, 2016 MBK tankfarm fuel spill  

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted April 12th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On April 12th, 2016, a Qamanittuaq fuel truck was filling up at the Meadowbank tankfarm when the operator 

realized that diesel fuel was spilling from the opening on top of the truck. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by the inattention of the driver who left the area, without visual contact, for a period of 

time.  When he came back to the truck, fuel was already leaking on the ground from the top opening.   

Remediation Actions 

The operator stopped the pump at the tankfarm and started laying absorbent pads on the ground.  He then 

called for assistance.  With windy conditions, the absorbent pads were hard to keep on the ground.  They were 

taken out and snow was used as containment and absorbent material.  Once the truck was wiped clean and 

could be safely removed from the area, more snow was added.   

The area was then cleaned with a loader.  Contaminated snow and soil was brought to the TSF and absorbent 

pads were properly disposed of.   

  

  Area with added snow before clean-up  Area after clean-up 



Corrective measures 

An investigation was done for the incident by the contractor involved (Qamanittuaq); conclusion mentions 

that the operator did not follow the procedure for filling fuel trucks.  A physical presence has to be maintained 

at all times during refueling operations.  If, for any reason, a worker has to leave the area during this type of 

work, the pump, and therefore refilling process, has to be completely stopped.   

Among corrective measures mentioned: 

 An individual meeting was held with the employee to remind him of the procedures and identify 

impacts of not following best practices. 
 All the staff involved in refueling work was met and reminded of procedure and informed of the 

incident to avoid any repeats. 
 A discussion was also held between Agnico Eagle representatives and Qamanittuaq supervisors to 

ensure comprehension of on-site practices. 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

April 12th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




  

 

 

April 12th, 2016 Vault drill spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted April 13th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On April 12th, 2016, drill RBD02 was drilling in Vault pit when a control unit on the equipment failed and 

caused hydraulic oil to be spill on the ground 

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by a defective multi-gauge assembly unit on the drill assembly.  It is used for testing and 

adjusting pressures within the drill. 



Remediation Actions 

Containment was built using surrounding material from the blast pattern.  Absorbent pad were also laid out 

underneath the drill.   

The area was then cleaned with a loader.  Caution had to be taken since the area is located in the vicinity of a 

blast pattern.   

Contaminated material was brought to the Landfarm and absorbent pads were properly disposed of.   

 

  Area before clean-up     Area after clean-up 

Corrective measures 

An assessment was completed by the Maintenance department at MBK.  Since the root cause seems to be 

related to a defective part, the applied correctives action was that all multi-gauge assemblies were removed 

and changed on the drilling equipment found at Meadowbank. 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

March 13th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




  

 

 

April 14th, 2016 Vault backhoe spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted April 14th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On April 14th, 2016, backhoe 11 was working in Vault pit when an “o-ring” failed on one the hose and caused 

hydraulic oil to be spill on the ground 

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by an “o-ring” failure on the hydraulic system in the backhoe.   

 



Remediation Actions 

The spill was contained in the area and absorbent pad were also laid out underneath the backhoe.  The area 

was then cleaned with a loader.  Contaminated material was brought to the Landfarm and absorbent pads 

were properly disposed of.   

 

    Area after clean-up 

Corrective measures 

Modifications were made in the preventive maintenance log and planning to address specific inspections of 

hoses on equipment.  A visual inspection was already being done on equipment, but a specific item related to 

hose inspections is now included to PM’s executed on those type machinery.  The item “Inspect all hydraulic 

hoses for leaks or potential failures” was added to the planning module and is now part of all hydraulic systems 

maintenance. 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

April 14th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




  

 

 

May 3rd, 2016 Vault backhoe spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted May 3rd, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On May 3rd at 21:00, Backhoe #6 was working in Vault pit when a valve from the hydraulic system busted 
causing the oil to spill onto the ground  

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by a busted valve from the hydraulic system. The operator shut down the equipment 
right away to prevent further contamination than called a mechanic to do the repairs on the equipment 



 

Remediation Actions 

The spill on the ground was picked up immediately, backhoe gathered contaminated material onto a spot than 
was picked up using a 980 loader and brought to the yellow roll-off bin. Once placed in yellow roll-off bin, Site 
Services were contacted to empty the bin at the landfarm 

 

    Area after clean-up 

Corrective measures 

Modifications were made in the preventive maintenance log and planning to address specific inspections of 
hoses on equipment.  A visual inspection was already being done on equipment, but a specific item related to 
hose inspections is now included to PM’s executed on those type machinery.  The item “Inspect all hydraulic 

hoses for leaks or potential failures” was added to the planning module and is now part of all hydraulic systems 
maintenance. 

Also, 2ndary containments have been made and distributed to prevent spilling onto the ground and advised to 
use them during replacing or repairing equipment. Tool box meetings with departments have been completed 
to discuss the use of 2ndary containments.  

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
May 3rd, 2016 of the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

 



Jamie Kataluk 

Interim Senior Environment Technician 

jamie.kataluk@agnicoeagle.com 

T: (867)793-4610 extension 6759 

Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 

Meadowbank Division 

Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 

XOC OAO 

 

 

 

 

 

http://agnicoeagle.com/




  

 

 

May 11th, 2016 Vault backhoe spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted May 12th, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On May 11th, 2016, backhoe 10 was working in Vault pit when a cylinder of the bucket broke apart causing 
hydraulic oil to be spill on the ground 

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused when the cylinder split apart while loading the bucket with material and resulted in 
catastrophic failure of the piece. 

 



Remediation Actions 

The backhoe was repaired and removed from the location as soon as possible; the area was then cleaned with 
a loader.  

Contaminated material was brought to the Landfarm and absorbent pads were properly disposed of.   

 

Corrective measures 

The cylinders on site are inspected regularly for possible defects and wear.  Hours are also tracked for them 
and they are changed systematically after thresholds are met.  For the specific event on the cylinder of 
backhoe 10, after inspections, there were no visible signs that could have foretold the failure.  

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
May 11th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 
robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




  

 

 

May 14th, 2016 Vault haultruck spill  

 

Please  find the  following  information as a  follow up  to  the Spill report submitted May 14th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank  division.    This  detailed  report  is  submitted  to  the  Inspector  in  compliance  with  the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM‐MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On May 14th, 2016, haul truck #34 was parked at Vault area when the hydraulic pump failed causing hydraulic 

oil to be sprayed on the ground 

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused when the pump on the haul truck failed.  The pump was just previously changed for usual 

maintenance.   When  the  haul  truck  started  for  its  hauling work,  the  new  pump  case  split  apart,  spraying 

hydraulic oil. 
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May 15th, 2016 Vault backhoe spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted May 16th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On May 15th, 2016, backhoe #10 was working in Vault pit area when the hydraulic pump seemed to failed 

causing hydraulic oil to be sprayed on the ground 

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused when a bolt on a set of half clamps located on a block unit near the hydraulic pump 

broke.  The initial assessment pointed towards pump failure but upon further investigation, the bolt was found 

to be at the root of the spill.   



Remediation Actions 

The backhoe was stopped immediately.  Once the machinery could be moved safely, contaminated material 

was collected and brought to the landfarm area.   

 

Corrective measures 

The defective bolt was changed on the clamps.  A visual inspection was done on the other clamp bolts on the 

backhoe and nothing particular was found.  The failed bolt was also checked for stress signs.  Nothing out of 

the ordinary was noted.  The bolt type and brand was also found to be the same as usually used on Caterpillar 

equipment.   

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

May 15th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




  

 

 

May 19th, 2016 BACKHOE 10 spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted May 19th, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On May 19th, 2016, a main hydraulic hose broke on backhoe #10 causing hydraulic oil to be spilled on the 
ground and pit wall 

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses.   

Spill location: Northing 65’04’24” Easting 95’59’52”  

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by a main hydraulic hose failure on the boom stick. 



 

 

Remediation Actions 

The backhoe was stopped immediately then repaired and removed from the location as soon as possible; the 
area was then cleaned with a loader. An estimated volume of 16m3 of contaminated material was collected 
and brought to the Landfarm  

 

Corrective measures 

Modifications were made in the preventive maintenance log and planning to address specific inspections of 
hoses on equipment.  A visual inspection was already being done on equipment, but a specific item related to 
hose inspections is now included to PM’s executed on those type machinery.  The item “Inspect all hydraulic 

hoses for leaks or potential failures” was added to the planning module and is now part of all hydraulic systems 
maintenance. 



Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
May 19th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Coordinator 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadow bank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




 

  

 

 

June 12th, 2016 BAC 10 oil spill 
 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted June 13th, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On June 12th, during operations at Vault, an o’ring broke on Backhoe #10, causing hydraulic oil to be spilled on 
the ground. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'04'20''   Easting: 96'00'17'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

Mechanical failure as the o’ring broke. 

 

Remediation Actions 

The machine was turned off and the spill contained with absorbent pads.  The contaminated pads were sent 
to the HAZMAT area and the contaminated soil excavated and disposed at the landfarm.  An estimated 
volume of 8m3 of contaminated material was collected.  



          

  

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
June 12th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Acting Coordinator 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadow bank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com


















  

 

 

July 4th , 2016 MBK Laydown oil spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted July 4th, 2016 by Agnico Eagle 

Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the conditions 

under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

On July 4th, 2016, a warehouse operator was in the process of taking oil totes from a container in Laydown 3, 

when he noticed that he had punctured a tote located at the back.   

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses.  The distance to the closest lake is 

estimated at 350 meters. 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused when the forks of the zoom-boom used to move the tote could not slide inside their 

allocated slots, thus puncturing the tote.   

 



Remediation Actions 

Spill was contained inside the container at first but leaked outside from the back side.  A vacuum pump was 

used to collect oil left inside and absorbent pads were laid out to contain spill.   

 

The c-can was then safely emptied, lifted and moved.  Once the area was cleared, and the surrounding 

containers moved, remaining oil that had exited the container from the back was collected.  Clean-up was 

made difficult by melt water and ice in the area.  A vacuum truck was used to collect all the water in the area.  

The contaminated water was brought to the Tailings Storage Facility.  All the neighboring c-can were also 

move to access the area.  After water was collected and properly disposed of, the area was then scrapped 

clean with and backhoe.  Depth of material collected varied with frozen ground.  Soil and ice collected were 

put into a roll-off and brought to our landfarm area.  Once the area was cleaned, fresh material was added and 

graded on the area.   

  



 

 

 

Corrective measures 

After investigation, it was determined that the operator did not follow standard practices.  When removing 

totes from the back of a container, when visibility is less, a spotter should be used to ensure forks are properly 

placed before lifting and that product being lifted is stable.  The worker was reminded of work procedures, as 

well as warehouse crew made aware of importance of following procedures. 

  



Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

July 4th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental - Acting Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




  

 

 

August 7th , 2016 MBK Transit Laydown spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted August 7th, 2016 by Agnico 

Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

In the process of lifting a c-can in the transit area, product was noticed spilling from the bottom of the 

container.  The operator immediately stopped work.  Upon inspection product was identified as bulk bags of 

powdered copper sulfate.   

  

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses.  The distance to the closest lake is 

estimated at 375 meters. 

Cause of Spill 

After moving bags outside of container, it was noticed that one bag at the back had a small rip hole, probably 

caused during transportation. 

  



Remediation Actions 

The bulk bags were removed one by one and placed in an empty container brought on location.  The majority 

of product was left inside the c-can and collected and placed in an empty drum.   

 

  



The product that first spilled on the ground and during moving process was collected with a loader and 

contaminated material was disposed at the tailings storage facility.   

  

 

Corrective measures 

After investigation, it was determined that a bag inside the container appeared to be ripped during 

transportation.  C-cans are inspected upon charging before transportation and also upon arrival and this 

practice enabled proper actions to be taken. 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

August 7th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




 

  

 

 

September 19th, 2016 BAC 13 oil spill 
 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted September 19th, 2016 by 
Agnico Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On September 19th, during operations at Pit A, a rock fell from the face where backhoe 13 was mucking and 
hit the hydraulic fan motor and cooler causing the oil spill. 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'01'42''   Easting: 96'02'50'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

A rock falling from a wall face hit the hydraulic fan motor. 

    

 

Remediation Actions 



The machine was stopped immediately. Because of the proximity of the wall face, safety procedures needed 
to be followed before removing the equipment and cleaning the area.  Once everything was deemed safe, the 
contaminated material was collected and brought to the Meadowbank landfarm.  An investigation from the 
operation was completed to avoid this incident re-occurring. 

     

  

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
September 19th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any 
questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Coordinator 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadow bank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com










  

 

 

October 2nd, 2016 MBK Crusher glycol spill  

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted October 2nd, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

During routine inspections, an operator noticed glycol leaking from a pipe in the emergency underground 
access tunnel from the crusher to the dome area.  Quickly the valve of the system was closed to prevent more 
spillage.  A volume of 12 000 liters was estimated to have leaked inside the enclosure. 
 

  

 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses.  The distance to the closest lake is 
estimated at 550 meters. 

  



 

Cause of Spill 

Upon further inspection, an end cap was found to have a hole causing glycol to leak from the line 

  

 

Remediation Actions 

The glycol within the tunnel was immediately collected and pumped into empty totes.  The contaminated 
product was stored in the totes within our Hazmat storage area to be shipped with our annual hazardous 
waste disposal shipment.   

All glycol was contained within the tunnel and enclosure and no product was assessed to have spilled outside 
to the environment. 

 

 

  



Corrective measures 

The failed end cap piece was replaced and the glycol system was inspected for any more issues or signs of 
defect.  The system is also connected to an alarm panel for quick intervention.  

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
October 2nd, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental Coordinator 
robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/




 

  

 

 

October 19th, 2016 RBD 03 oil spill 
 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted October 19th, 2016 by Agnico 
Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On October 19th, during operations at Pit E, a loose fitting caused by vibration was leaking while the drill was 
on standby, when it was called to the shop drill operator went to move drill to the tow haul and noticed the 
spill.  
 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses. 

Spill location: Northing: 65'01'49''   Easting: 96'02'58'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by a loose fitting on a hydraulic hose 



   

 

Remediation Actions 

The machine was stopped immediately. Mechanic came and tightened the fitting.  Absorbent pads were put 
on the oil to absorb as much as possible.  These pads were brought to the HAZMAT area and a loader collected 
the contaminated soil and brought it to the landfarm. 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
October 19th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Coordinator 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6747 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadow bank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com






























 

  

 

 

November 16th, 2016 sewage pipe leak 

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted November 17th, 2016 by 
Agnico Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On November 16th, during a daily visual inspection, sewage from a leaking pipe going from the Nova camp to 
the sewage treatment plant was discovered.   
 
Spill location: Northing: 65'01'21''   Easting: 96'04'12'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by a broken coupling on the sewage line 

    



 

 

Remediation Actions 

The valve allowing the sewage to go through that pipe was turned off as soon as the spill was discovered.  The 
sewage was transferred with the sewage truck while the pipe was getting repaired.  Sewage on the ground 
was pumped with the sewage truck and hand shovel were used to pick up the contaminated snow.  All 
material was brought to the sewage treatment plant.  No heavy machine was used as electrical wires were 
right next to the sewage pipe.  The coupling was change for a Victaulic one to prevent for future failure.  The 
area will be reassessed next spring 

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
November 16th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any 
questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Coordinator 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadow bank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com




 

  

 

 

November 17th, 2016 Pit E Back hoe 8 oil spill 
 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted November 18th, 2016 by 
Agnico Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 
conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

 

Spill Description 

On November 17th, during operation at Pit E3, a hydraulic hose failed on back hoe 8 while mucking ore.   
 
There was no off-site impacts or discharge to any receiving watercourse 
 
Spill location: Northing: 65'00'48''   Easting: 96'03'12'' 

 

Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by a hose failure 

    

Remediation Actions 

All of the oil spilled on ore, which was moved to the Process Plant for processing.  No contaminated material 
was taken to the Landfarm. 

 

 



    

   

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 
November 17th, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any 
questions.  

 

Martin Theriault 
Environmental Coordinator 
 
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadow bank Division 
Baker Lake, Nunavut, Canada 
X0C 0A0 

 

 

mailto:martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com














































  

 

 

December 23rd, 2016 Pit A Loader spill  

 

 

Please find the following information as a follow up to the Spill report submitted December 23rd 2016 by 

Agnico Eagle Meadowbank division.  This detailed report is submitted to the Inspector in compliance with the 

conditions under the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEA1525, Part H, Item 8c. 

Spill Description 

During operations at Pit A, the transmission on loader 04 failed causing transmission oil to be spilled on the 

ground.   

Spill location: Easting 65’01’72” 96’02’91” 

There were no off site impact or discharge to any receiving watercourses.  The distance to the closest lake is 

estimated at 750 meters. 

  

   



Cause of Spill 

The spill was caused by transmission case failure of the loader.  No clear visual evident was found on the 

equipment to identify the source of the break down.   

Remediation Actions 

The equipment was stopped immediately.  Once the loader was repaired and could safely be removed, the 

area was cleaned.  Since the location of the spill was part of an ore blast pattern, the material was brought to 

the mill for complete process.   

 

Corrective measures 

Loading unit transmission inspection is part of preventive maintenance program done on site.  It will be 

pursued with added attention put on cases.   

Closure 

We trust that the above details described appropriately the spill incident that occurred at the Meadowbank on 

December 23rd, 2016 and the cleanup activities. Please contact the undersigned should you have any 

questions.  

 
Robin Allard 
Environmental Senior Coordinator 

robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com 
T: 819.759.3555 x6744 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 
Meadowbank Division 

 

 

 

mailto:robin.allard@agnicoeagle.com
http://agnicoeagle.com/

